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THE foremost sportswoman of the tl
Four Hundred is a title of honor °

which many of society's best
known women have striven for h
without avail. But a young New 0

York girl has been so acclaimed s'
c<

in the last few weeks by general consent. n
Miss Gretta Pomeroy it, her name and vs

she has won her place by soire of the f'b]
most daring and strenuous feats ever per- h
formed by a woman in the pursuit of sport, p
The» latest testimony to her skill is her e1

selection as assistant master of hounds P
lr

of the Monmouth County Hunt, which 0!
meets at Newnort. and of which that tc

veteran cross country rider, Mr. P. F. 3

Collier, is master. ^
ri

This is an honor never before bestowed
on an American woman. Although the <3«featson horseback of such expert eques-

^

triennes as Mrs. George Law, Mrs. James S(
L. Kernochan, Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock, ol

Jr.; Mrs. Snowden, of Philadelphia, and 01

the other famous riders of the four hundredhave made their prowess on the back i0
of a hunter very highly respected, and
their companionship in the hunting field
welcomed, no'American woman has hither- ^
to proved herself such a master of fox n<

hunting that she has been intrusted with xr

any part of the management of the pack.
It is true, although fox hunting has been sc
popular in England for hundreds of years cc

and young girls are brought up to ride at P;
five barred fences and twenty foot ^
streams and think no more of it than of er
their A, B, C's, that no woman has ever in

been elected to the management in any
detail whatsoever of an English hunt rC
pack. Racing in automobiles is just now m

the most popular fad of the hour with the nl
or

masculine part of society, but as yci. h,
women nave not ventured to drive cars at
railroad speed, and as a consequence rid- S]

tring after hounds is the most stirring, darugerousand exciting pastime our women j0
can enjoy. a

Sirength, Pluck a.nd Skill. m
Let those who wish to carp at American ai

spirit say what they will.that the youth ^
of the country is becoming effeminate or ^
4l-"» """ram and vigor are dying out.

there is.no question in the mind of the intelligentobserver that never in the history w
of this country have courage and expert- it
ness in the sports which require pluck as a.

well as strength and skill been so plenti- 01
01

ful as to-day. hi
Consequently, being chosen assistant tr

master of the fox hounds of the Newport h'

pack is the highest approval of a woman's a1
sportsmanship which could be given. ai

Another illustration of how highly honor Ci
cl

of this kind is prized by the maids and
p

matrons of the Four Hundred is strikingly ti
shown by a despatch of last week from tc

Newport, which stated that a dozen or F
more young women belonging to the
smartest families of the cottage colony rr

had been playing golf, swimming, rowing, a
P

driving and playing tennis with such ard-
w

ent devotion that they had seriously inter- h
fered with their health, and that their pa- tl
rents had decided to send them away to 01

0<
some quieter place, where the strain of d
competition and the ever present desire to

/ excel their friends in feats of strength, en- si
durance and skill would be taken from ^

them and they could be satisfied to take ^
their exercises and pleasures in modera- p
tion. a

If honor in such quiet sports is so eagerly b
sought that in its pursuit numbers of girls
tnve ruined their health, what must be a
the incentive to them when the sport they C
are pursuing is the acme of the sports- b
woman's ideils? The honors which come tl
to the winner are increased tenfold over ir
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lose which come to the winner at tennis
r golf.
Small wonder is it, in view of these
icts, that scarcely a meeting of a big
unt pack takes place without some one or
ther being thrown and hurt more or less
eriously. The only wonder in such a
onnection ds that more really serious if
ot fatal accidents do not take place, for
'hen a girl, full of fire, grit and enthuasm,is mounted on a dashing thoroughred,sweeping swiftly cross country with
er hair flying and the wind whistling
ast her ears, every nerve tingling and
irery drop of blood in her body surging
irough her veins, there is no time or
lclination to stop and think of danger
p difficulty. It is dash ahead and trust
) luck, and in view of the very infreuentaccidents comparatively either the
ick or the skill of our cross country
ders is extraordinary.
Miss Pomeroy is a New Yorker, the
lughter of Mrs. Charles C. Pomeroy, who
as a town house at No. 365 West End
vcuuc. XVJ.100 rumciu^ iicto ucen uui 111

>ciety four or five years and she re one
f the most original of the society coterie
' dashing and tireless spirits. For her
Dthing is ever too dangerous, too fatigutg.She i^ ready to dance all night; folwthe hounds from daybreak till noon;
rive, or play golf or tennis in the after3onand dazzle a table full of wits by the
rilliancy of her conversation at dinner,
nd she will do this day after day with
d apparent thought of rest or of fatigue.
xcellent R fie Shot
Shooting is a sport at which she is
;arcely less expert than she is at cross
>untry riding, and it was her skill in this
irticular which first brought her into
le public eye. The event happened in
lis way. In the spring of '99 Miss Pom

oywent with a large party to Colorado
a private car for the purpose oi shootgbig game. While the trail over which
eir auarry led them was frequently so

>ugh and difficult that the other feminine
embers or tne party gave up tne cnase on
imerous days, Miss Pomeroy never failed
ice to keep up with the swiftest and
irdiest of the men.

Finally one day, just out of Glenwood
prings, in Colorado, they came upon the
ail of an enormous grizzly bear. Miss
omeroy was unanimously voted to be alwedto have the first shot. Finally, after
long chase, the bear was brought to bay
hundred yards or so from the party.

:iss Pomeroy calmly raised her rifle,
imed for the fraction of a second, and
len put a bullet squarely through a vital
)ot, and the bear toppled over as dead as
le proverbial "door nail."
Such a wonderful exhibition of pluck,
till and coolness combined had never

?en seen in that country before, and it
as considered the more wonderful in that
was shown by a resident from the East.
"tenderfoot," as the natives contemptuislycall the Easterners. This was only
le of a series of skilful exhibitions with
sr rifle which Miss Pomeroy gave on that
ip, and she has since demonstrated that
er skill at that time was no accident. T
She has won numerous swimming races

0
t Newport and Narragansett Pier, while
t golf and tennis, although she has never

w
ired to play in the national women's

^lampionships, she has beaten badly in ^rivate matches the Newport representaveswho have competed in the national
mrnaments.

a
'tne Snucrds'woman c

According to M. Jacoby, the fencing °

laster, who has taught and fenced with
11 the best masters in the world, Miss
omeroy wields as "fine" a foil as any 13
oman in the world. In fact, he considers v

er by all odds the finest woman fencer in }
le United States, and has said that she \r
Duld meet any man in the country on "

jual terms with a v^ry fair chance of n

efeating him. e

Another of her accomplishments is that °

lie is a very good amateur actress, and at ^
le time, two years ago, when Mrs. George
. Gould gave a very ambitious amateur

glay at Georgian Court Miss Pomeroy -Dlayed one of the leading rOles with only fsmall degree less skill than that evinced a
y Mrs. Gould herself. T
On August 16, 1901, Miss Pomeroy was };
nnounced to be engaged to Mr. Philip ii
ilarke, formally a resident of St. Louis, T
ut now a prominent New Yorker. He has t
he distinction of being perhaps the most t
itimate friend of Mr. Clarence F. Mackay. s
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hey were educated together at the Cath- i
lie College of Stonyhurst, in England. \

Miss Marian Halloway is another Diana, t

ho has since her entrance into society
on many blue ribbons at horse show0 c
nd is counted one of the most rpirited t
unters in ine country. Miss nanoway is s

ailed a great rider, and the way she takes i

fence, jumps, hurdles and tears over the j
ountry on her morning runs is probably
ne of the best exhibitions of horse mas-

;ry to be met with in the feminine world. ^
Breaking new horses is the favorite ^
astime of this intrepid rider and the skill

erith which she manages to subdue unrainedhorseflesh might well excite envy
1 the heart of a bronco buster. Notnigseems to daunt this young woman; the '
lost vicious beast, the wildest mare awak- *
ns a thrill of daring in the rider that i3 ]
nly equalled by a feeling of triumph 5
rhen the horse finally succumbs to the
rill of its mistress. t
When Miss Halloway was not more than i
ighteen years old slie had a private track i
>uilt at her home. It was seventy-five s
eet long and was covered with tan bark, t
nd here she practised during the winter j
phen it was too stormy for outdoor rid- (

ng. However bleak the day might be, so i
ong as the roads were fair this young 1
Foman liked to venture out and skim over
he good country roads at a pace that 1
irought the color to her cheeks and a t
parkle in her eyes, but when snow and|l
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ce came she resorted to the inside track,
vhere occasional shows were given for the
intertainment of the neighbors.
In figure this youthful huntress is pesuliariyadapted to this sport of all sports

'or women. She is tall and slender and
.its a horse in that superb manner which
nakes her seem a Dart of it.
Mrs. KirkTana's Ski I 1

Mrs. E. C. Kirkland, of No. 41 West
Seventy-fifth street, is an earnest patron 1

>£ the riding academy during its season *

vho has been very successffil at the few 1

xhibitions recently where her five-year-
>ld, My Baby, has appeared.
Her name is seldom associated with the ,

arge meets held in the country, yet her
:orm in riding is so good that she might ,

veil be looked upon as a rival for honors '

n this field. J
She rides daily because she cares more }

:or this sort of exercise than all the other
ieminine sports put together. Perhaps it ,
s only natural that women who ride .

should love horseflesh to such an extent ,

:hat they will run the risk of gaining unpleasantnotoriety rather than stand by
ind see a horse ill treated. Mrs. Kirkland
s of this kind and no one dares abuse a
"torse in front of her.
The riding of Miss Belle Beach is well 1

cnown to most New Yorkers, as well as '

:he Newport colony, for she may always
3e counted on to give splendid exhibitions s
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t the horse shows. In fact, this daring'
oung woman is con^dered one of the very
est and most spirited of horsewomen. She
s perfectly fearless in the saddle, and on
his account has come very near meeting
'ith accidents, but, fortunately, her pluck
nd skill have saved her from it.
Miss Mary Deering spends her summers
t Long Branch, where she displays a
een interest in the annual show. At other
imes she joijis in the hunts and general
orseback gayeties, and can always be
ounted on to add to the charm and smartessof Ocean Drive.
At Lenox Miss Kate Carey is the forelosthorsewoman, while at the Meadow
irook runs Mrs. James L Kernochan, as
very one knows, is the most indefatigable
ider and usually ,the first in at the finish,
'.ain never discourages this remarkable
roman, though the spirit and endurance
he shows sometimes have the effect of disoiuragingher masculine competitors in the
addle.
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Where Mother
CORBIGN devils," as Europeans are

I courteously termed in China, are
I not greatly welcomed in Chinese

houses, especially by the women.
"What is your venerable age?" will probiblybe the first inquiry made by your

host or hostess, as the case may be. It is
:he correct thing to show an interest in
he most personal details of the visitor's
ife and doings. To this question the correctreply is, "I have lived in vain for
pears," and the more years you mendaciouslyadd to your real age the greater
tvill be your respectability in Chinese
3yes. If you are a man the possession of
i flowing beard.which in China is usually
i mark of advancing years.will add very
materially to the respect with which you
ire regarded. Not only your own age, but
that of your relatives will be discussed, as
vill also your income and other matters
ibout which truthful answers will probiblynot be forthcoming.
Early In your visit you will be invited

to tako tea, which will be presented in
tiny cups, without sugar or cream, but
possessing a delicacy of aroma quite unknownin the West. Bird's nest soup,
made from the gelatinous nests of the
sdible swallow; stewed tripang, or sea
slug; ragout of rats; fricassee of frogs;
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Mrs. Thomas Hitchcock, Jr., has taken
some difficult jumps at Hempstead which
have become a part of the history of that
popular hunting ground, while at Aiken
her horse is seldom absent from the ride to
hounds.
At the Monmouth County hunt may be

seen some remarkable following of the
chase, as well as real riding, since it has
grown to be the fashion for society women
to turn out in their automobiles and carriagesand dash over the roads in pursuitof the mounted men and women.
Very often the run takes them nearly a
dozen miles, with not less than a hundred
jumps, some of which are considered extremelystiff, so that following, though
sometimes difficult, gives one the ohance
to see riding that is better than any exhibitionwork offered.
It is gratifying, too, to the hunters for

women who do not ride to take an interest
in this favorite sport and it encourages
them to do their be6t.
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°in=Law Reigns.
lamb stewed in syrup of almonds, and
even loin of puppy.all these, and many
equally fearsome dishes, may be 'feet beforeyou.
Among the villagers and the poor folks

who form the river population the fare Is
meagre in the extreme. Their staple food
consists of steamed rice, rendered more
savory by a bit of salt fish or a scrap of
pork fat. But the European visitor is not
at all likely to sample this diet.
In the homes of the middle class the

mother-in-law reigns supreme. But it is
the husband's mother in this case, and it
is the wife who has to bear the brunt of
it. Her first duty of the day is to rise
oarly and prepare tea for her husband
and mother-in-law, after which she generallysuperintends the work of the domesticslaves, shouting her orders and
showing a somewhat shrewish disposition.This is not the time to see the
lady at her best.
The afternoon is usually spent in embroideryand other kinds of needlework,

while in the evening the ladies sit in the
courtyard watching the children at play,
gossiping and.smoking. Widows of some
little education are sometimes employed
to read novels and play to their mistresses,and in this way many of them
earn a comfortable living.
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